
Apples to Oranges: Apples to Oranges: 
Bridging the Gap Between Bridging the Gap Between 

Research and Effective Policy Research and Effective Policy 
DevelopmentDevelopment

There There OughtaOughta Be A LawBe A Law



Disconnect between Research & PolicyDisconnect between Research & Policy

They have their own languages/politics that They have their own languages/politics that 
do not translate/integrate well.do not translate/integrate well.

•• Policy and research operate on different Policy and research operate on different 
timelines. timelines. 

•• What is of interest to researchers and What is of interest to researchers and 
fundersfunders may not be of interest to policy may not be of interest to policy 
makers.  makers.  





Hypothesis: Hypothesis: 
Both sides are comfortable Both sides are comfortable 

with the status quo.with the status quo.





Is climate Is climate 
change change 
different different 

because we because we 
do not have do not have 

time to time to 
follow the follow the 
old rules?old rules?



Climate change is different Climate change is different 
because research is asking because research is asking 

people to change their people to change their 
perceptions, their expectations, perceptions, their expectations, 

and their behavior.and their behavior.







“It is the public that is being “It is the public that is being 
asked to assume the risks...asked to assume the risks...

the public must decide whether it the public must decide whether it 
wishes to continuewishes to continue

on the present road and it can on the present road and it can 
only do soonly do so

when in full possession of the when in full possession of the 
facts..."”facts..."”

Rachel Carson, author Rachel Carson, author Silent SpringSilent Spring





LeadershipLeadership
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